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Maine Revised Statutes

Title 4: JUDICIARY

Chapter 19: NOTARIES PUBLIC

§955-C. DISCIPLINARY ACTION; GROUNDS; PROCEDURE; COMPLAINTS

1. Grounds.  The Secretary of State may suspend, revoke or refuse to renew the commission of a notary
public in the State. The Secretary of State's actions may be based on any of the following grounds:

A. The notary public has performed in an improper manner any duty imposed upon the notary public by
law; [1997, c. 712, §2 (NEW).]

B. The notary public has performed acts not authorized by law; [1997, c. 712, §2 (NEW).]

C. The notary public is in violation of section 954-A or section 960; or [2005, c. 629, §2
(AMD).]

D. The notary public has been convicted of a crime as defined by rules adopted by the Secretary of
State. These rules must provide that a conviction for perjury, false swearing, bribery, corrupt practices or
forgery or related offenses may be a basis for the Secretary of State to suspend, revoke or refuse to renew
the commission of a notary public. Rules adopted pursuant to this paragraph are routine technical rules as
defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter II-A. [1997, c. 712, §2 (NEW).]

[ 2005, c. 629, §2 (AMD) .]

2. Procedure.  A notary public commission may not be suspended, revoked or refused for renewal for
the reasons set forth in subsection 1 without prior written notice and opportunity for hearing. A notary public
commission may not be suspended, revoked or refused for renewal under this section except by a decision by
the Secretary of State or the Secretary of State's designee.

[ 1997, c. 712, §2 (NEW) .]

3. Complaints.  Any person may file a complaint with the Secretary of State seeking disciplinary action
against a notary public. Complaints must be in writing in a form prescribed by the Secretary of State. The
Secretary of State may also bring a complaint against a notary public if the Secretary of State determines that
the notary public may have violated the provisions of subsection 1. If the Secretary of State determines that
a complaint alleges facts that, if true, would require revocation, suspension or nonrenewal of commission or
other disciplinary action, the Secretary of State shall conduct a hearing pursuant to the Maine Administrative
Procedure Act. Whenever the Secretary of State establishes that a complaint does not state facts that warrant
a hearing, the complaint may be dismissed. Persons making complaints must be advised in writing of all
formal decisions made by the Secretary of State regarding that complaint. Any person whose notary public
commission has been suspended, revoked or refused for renewal may apply to the Secretary of State in
writing for the reinstatement of the notary public commission or as set by rule for convictions pursuant to
subsection 1, paragraph D at a time specified in the decision of the Secretary of State, and, in the case of
revocation, any person may apply for a new commission one year from the date of the Secretary of State's
original action.

[ 1997, c. 712, §2 (NEW) .]

SECTION HISTORY
1997, c. 712, §2 (NEW).  2005, c. 629, §2 (AMD).



MRS Title 4 §955-C. DISCIPLINARY ACTION; GROUNDS; PROCEDURE; COMPLAINTS

  |  2 Generated
1.5.2015

The State of Maine claims a copyright in its codified statutes. If you intend to republish this material, we require that you include the
following disclaimer in your publication:

All copyrights and other rights to statutory text are reserved by the State of Maine. The text included in this publication reflects changes
made through the Second Regular Session of the 126th Maine Legislature and is current through August 1, 2014. The text is subject to
change without notice. It is a version that has not been officially certified by the Secretary of State. Refer to the Maine Revised Statutes
Annotated and supplements for certified text.

The Office of the Revisor of Statutes also requests that you send us one copy of any statutory publication you may produce. Our goal
is not to restrict publishing activity, but to keep track of who is publishing what, to identify any needless duplication and to preserve
the State's copyright rights.

PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office cannot perform research for or provide legal advice or interpretation of Maine law to the public.
If you need legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.


